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A trademark is a sign that identifies a 
company’s products or services in the 

marketplace, and distinguishes them from 
those of other companies. If a trademark is 

registered, exclusive rights are granted which 
allow the owner to prevent third parties using 

a similar or identical trademark on the same or 
related products and services without his/her 

consent (that is, the registration allows, 
namely, the reaction against imitations).
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Types of
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Other Kinds of Trademarks : 

Colour, 3D, sound, hologram

Types of
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Trademarks are territorial rights ...

... the exclusive right to use a trademark is only guaranteed in
the territory where it was registered.

International and European protection



�����	��
�

Designated countriesWIPOInternacional application

EU territoryOHIMEuropean application

National territoryNational application

Extension of protectionOrganizationHow to protect

…
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Trademark searches are essential for implementing t he rules 
that punish the violation of distinctive signs, and  may 
therefore determine: 

• If a similar trademark is already registered in a given 
country/territory; 

• if so, the application and registration date; 

• The identity of the holder of the registration and the trustee;

• The goods and / or services covered;

Searches
=

Find out what 
is registered
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An online tool 
designed to benefit 
users by 
establishing a 
central gateway to 
trademark 
information within 
the EU.



• TMview will offer Internet users the possibility of searching trademarks 
registered in all the participating offices. Each of those offices will be 
responsible for the data searchable through TMview.

• Participating offices (Benelux, Czech Republic, Denmark, Italy, OHIM, 
Portugal, United Kingdom, WIPO).

• Targeted mainly at the Non-Professional User, however, does not preclude 
from being a useful tool to the more Professional User.

• Available from April 2009
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• Search criteria available: trademark name, type, applicant name, nice class, 
Vienna code, start of opposition date and application date.

• User can type Boolean expressions using the search criteria above.
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• Trademark representation is displayed in the result list
• User can freely sort and resize columns
• Each trademark result provides a direct link to the national office online 

register
• Weaknesses

– Does not provide image comparison
– Does not provide phonetic search
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• Read-Only-Memory of Madrid Active Registry INformation

• WIPO’s online search tool which contains information regarding all 
international marks recorded under the Madrid Agreement
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• Many search criteria available – 14 fields in simple search and more than 50 
thru advanced search;

• User can type Boolean expressions;

• Trademark representation available in the result list;

• Trademark details can be downloaded in XML or PDF format.
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• Fuzzy, phonic and stemming search options are available, however results 
are not accurate and the degree of similarity is not displayed;

• Other weaknesses: does not provide image comparison.
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• OHIM’s online search tool which provides ready access to information on 
Community trade mark (CTM) applications and registrations including online 
access to CTM files.
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• Several search criteria available – 5 fields in simple search and 16 in 
advanced search;

• Trademark representation available in the result list;

• Application documents are available for download (CTM Files);
• Weaknesses:

– Does not provide image comparison;
– Does not provide phonetic search;
– User cannot type Boolean expressions.
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An Industrial Design protects the visual 
features of the whole, or a part, of a product. 
These features could include elements such 

as the lines, contours, colours, shape, texture 
or materials of the product itself or of its 

decoration.



• WIPO’s Industrial Design online search tool which contains bibliographical 
data and reproductions of industrial designs relating to international 
registrations that have been recorded in the International Register and 
published in the International Designs Bulletin as of issue No. 1/1999.
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• Few search criteria available – 1 fields in simple search and 9 in advanced 
search;

• User can type Boolean expressions;
• Weaknesses:

– Representation not available in the result list;
– Does not provide image comparison;
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• OHIM’s Industrial Design online search tool which provides ready access to 
information on registered Community design (RCD) registrations. 
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• Several search criteria available – 6 fields in simple search and 15 in 
advanced search;

• Detailed information is available and can be downloaded in XML format;
• Weaknesses:

– User cannot type Boolean expressions;
– Does not provide image comparison;
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• The Trademark and Industrial Design search tools previously shown allow 
the user to easily determine if a given application is already registered.

• However, in most cases, the aim of a search is to determine if a similar
application is already registered.

• To achieve this task quickly and with accuracy, the search tools would have 
to:

– provide phonetic search capability for verbal and mixed Trademarks;
– Provide image comparison for mixed and figurative Trademarks as well as Industrial 

Designs;
– sort the results by degree of similarity.
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A Sharpie® marker, next to a 
"Shoupie" marker.
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